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What is a clinical academic career?



NIHR opportunities 



NIHR incubator 

Build research capacity on a national level 

Identify the barriers and suggest solutions

Creating identifiable communities

Provide bespoke training and development 



Who are we and what are doing? 

Running research events and symposiums.

Sharing advice on:-  

How to develop research careers, 

How to apply for fellowships.

Signposting to, and sharing, resources.

Connecting research interested radiographers

Developing a cohort of Radiographer researchers

To offer support and guidance



Current status of radiographer research in UK 

60% no involvement in any kind of research 

Not knowing where to 

find opportunities to get 

involved

Absence of a 

recognised professional 

development pathway 

in research for 

therapeutic 

radiographers 

Lack of knowledge and 

trianing in research- 

where to begin? 

629 Diagnostic radiographers
306 Therapeutic radiographers
35 Nuclear medicine technologists 

970 responses



Research and Development Culture Index 

Research and development Culture Index Domain

I know how professional practice is influenced by research Personal

I am very keen to use research in professional practice Personal

I would like more opportunities to share professional practice

development ideas and/or research and/or information across my institution

Personal

I would like to learn about research activity during the next 6 months Personal

Development of my professional practice/role is valued as part of my job Work

I understand research terminology Personal

There are people around to help and support me to change and/or develop professional practice Organisational

There is opportunity to develop professional practice in my area Work

There are opportunities to reflect on my work/practice Work

I have access to training and development opportunities which give me the skills to question and investigate practice Organisational

There is strong professional leadership Organisational

I feel confident about using research in professional practice Personal

The development work that I do links with the Directorate’s (or division/institutions) plans Work

My discipline here works as equal partners with other disciplines in order to change or develop practice Work

There are regular staff meetings to explore ideas Work

89%

44%



NIHR Incubator for Diagnostic and Therapeutic 
Radiotherapy

What factors enable participating in or leading research?



Radiographers Incubator | Faculty of Medicine | Imperial College London

Support and Resources

Fellowship and funding

Starting and growing your research career

Research career profiles

Research training framework 

Blogs

News and Events

Keep up to date 

Launched Jan 2024

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/medicine/study/clinical-academic-training-office/radiographers-incubator/
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News and Events
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Starting and growing your research career

10 min videos pre meeting 1 hour Q and A 



UKIO- 2024 and 2025 



UKIO- 2025 

Expert researchers including steering group 

Radiographers attending conferences

More than 20  1:1 sessions

 



In person research day March 2025 -Leeds

21

53

3

Number of Participants per profession 

Therapeutic radiographer Diagnostic radiographer Sonographer

Attended by 84 people (110 expected) 



Sessions and networking 



Workshops - % of respondents answer per category for 
each workshop



Free text Response 

Most common positive aspects- 

Networking, 

Professional narrative session

Q and A session

An option to attend all sessions, 

PhD applications , 

Mentors/mentees, 

More individual experience /doctoral journeys 

Grant reviewers 

Anything useful you would like to see covered in future in-person events?’



Newsletter

261 -Diagnostic radiographers

147 -Therapeutic radiographers

37   -Unknown  



Newsletter

Webinars 

• Managing your Career

• Becoming an Effective Doctoral Researcher

• Travel Grants and Small Grant Applications

• Fellowship Applications: Where to Start?

• Fellowship CVs



Upcoming events 

Honorary Clinical Research Fellow in the 

Patient Experience Research Centre (PERC) 

Honorary Research Fellow in the Department 

of Surgery and Cancer at Imperial College 

London. 

Five-year NIHR Senior Clinical and Practitioner 

Research Award (SCPRA) fellowship. 

In 2024 she won a Surgery & Cancer Seedfund 

grant to complete a pilot study exploring the 

use of quantitative muscle ultrasound in head 

and neck cancer patients. 

In Dec 2024 won the Early Career Researcher 

Award for Surgery and Cancer.

Dr Gemma Clunie 



Upcoming Events 



Keep Going! 
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